
 

 

 

 

 

 

"Start With WHY" 
Friends, 
 

A very cool opportunity has come up for Saint Andrew, and I need your help if we want to take advantage. The 

Presbytery of Southern New England has received a grant from the Presbyterian Mission Agency to assist with the work 

of church transformation. With this grant, the Presbytery has engaged the services of the Rev. Jim Kitchens and the Rev. 

Deborah Wright from PneuMatrix, a California-based consulting group working with churches and presbyteries across 

the country.  
 

What’s the opportunity? The Presbytery has invited us to join a cohort of eight congregations that will take part in a year-

long program aimed at helping us approach 21st century ministry as an adaptive challenge rather than a technical 

problem. 
 

What’s the difference? A technical problem is one we know how to fix and where to find the answers. We know the 

expert to call, the steps to take, the plan to put into action. And even if the problem is new to us, others have been there 

and done that, and we can get the answers from them. An adaptive challenge is when we don’t have a clue. The old 

solutions and strategies have been tried and failed. So we don’t need to do differently. We need to think differently. A 

common analogy is the difference between breaking a leg and losing a leg. Breaking a leg is a technical problem. You go 

to the doctor, get a cast, and walk with crutches for a while until the bone heals. Losing a leg is an adaptive challenge. You 

have to learn a whole new way of living.  
 

That’s exactly where churches are right now in our society—needing to learn a whole new way of reaching people and 

forming community. Denominations across the board have been going through a post-Christendom decline for decades. 

At the congregational level, this decline has been seen as a technical problem requiring technical solutions. In fact, the 

default to technical solutions is so automatic, it’s hard to switch off. A better preacher, new programs, projection screens 

in the sanctuary—fixes that may yield some positive results but do not address the shifting cultural sand under our feet.  
 

What help do I need from you? In order to participate in this program, we need to form a team of 6-8 visionary people, 

representing a cross-section of the church. The team will hold trainings with one of the two PneuMatrix consultants for 1-2 

hours each month, except for December and March. Most of the trainings will be online. Two will be in person. The first 

will be on Friday, October 19th from 4-9 PM. Dinner will be provided. In addition to the trainings, the team will design 

projects and interventions throughout the year. The total time commitment will be 2-4 hours per month. Several session 

members have already volunteered to be on the team, but we need more diversity. 
 

Friends, this is a chance to think deeply and creatively about new possibilities for our church, to develop meaningful 

proposals specific to our context, and to work closely with people who have helped churches across the country revitalize 

their ministries and adapt to the religious landscape of 21st century America. If you would like to be part of this crucial 

effort, I encourage you to pray about it, reach out to me if you have questions, and let me know soon. Again, the first 

meeting is on October 19th—only three weeks from now. 
 

Together we serve, 

Pastor Jason 
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What’s Happening in the Christian Education 

Department for 2018-2019?  

 

Welcome to a new year of Christian Ed at St. Andrew 

Presbyterian Church. Please join our CE Facebook 

group if you have not already done so. Search for SAPC 

Christian Education. Please see Amy Nowak if you can’t 

find it but would like to join the group. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: FEASTING ON THE WORD CURRICULUM 

 Grades 3-5 taught by Brian Nowak and Erin 

Glisson. Jinju Santalucia will be our teen 

assistant helping with the class. 

 Grades 6-8 taught by Bryan Driskill and Steve 

Jesse. 

 ***High schoolers will be in the Confirmation 

Class with Pastor Jason and Daisy. They will 

meet in the Senior High Room on Sunday 

mornings during the regular Sunday school 

hour from 9:00-10:00 am. 

 

SERVICE PROJECT 
Grades 3-5 will continue to meet monthly throughout 

the year during the worship hour. Jen Raymond will be 

leading this group again. We had our first meeting on 

Sunday, September 23rd with writing  letters to Nicholas, 

followed by:  
 

 October 21: Baking 

 November 18: Cards for Service Members 

 No December meeting 

January will be hunger and Souper Bowl of caring 

preparations (February 3rd). 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
Led by Bill Jankowski and Rachel Measimer (Groton 

Congregational), our youth group, along with Groton 

Congregational's youth group, will meet on Sunday 

evenings from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the Lounge. The focus 

for the fall will be the Youth Alpha curriculum. For 

more info, see Bill Jankowski. Parents, if you did not 

receive an email from Bill, please contact him at: 

billjank@gmail.com As in years past, we invite the 

congregation to prepare a meal for our Youth Group 

meetings (approx. 15 people). The kids have really 

enjoyed getting to know the congregants as they join 

them for the meal. Sign up on the bulletin board outside 

of Fellowship Hall.  

 

 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY & DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY 
We offer two Bible studies with three time slots. Please 

see the article titled "Bible Studies" for details.  

 

NURSERY CARE 
We offer childcare for infants to children age 5 from 

9:00-11:15 a.m.  

 

TEENS!!!  
All students 6th through 12th grade can sign up to be a 

Teen Assistant in the nursery. Please sign up on the 

sheet outside of the CE office if you would like to be 

added to the list of volunteers. 

 

Our Mini Church program is on currently on hold. If 

you are looking for ways to get involved with the youth 

at St. Andrew, please see Amy Nowak. 
 

It’s time to — really — embrace families 
By Kecelyn Santiago | Presbyterians Today 

 

 
 
Quickly, kids! We need to get going or we’ll miss the 
service! This was my plea one Easter morning as I 
ushered my children out the door to make it to church. 
My husband and I served in different churches, and 
worshiping together was impossible. However, on this 
morning he was the guest preacher at a church that 
had a different worship schedule from ours. We were 
thrilled. Our family could celebrate together. 
 

As we walked into the church, we heard beautiful 
singing from the choir, which signaled that the service 
had started. I turned to my 2- and 4-year-olds and said, 
“We need to use our indoor voices, OK?” The church 
had an amazing space in the back for young children. 
Pews had been removed, and a plush carpet covered 
the floor. There were bins with books and toys. I felt 
bliss as my children ran to the area and picked up the 
toys. Together, we sat on the carpet. 
 

A few minutes later, an usher approached me and 
another mother to tell us to keep our children quiet. I 
decided to move my children to the foyer so they could 
not be a distraction. The foyer had a clear view of the 

Christian Education 



sanctuary. We could stay there and still worship and 
hear Daddy preach. As soon as we stepped into the 
foyer, though, the usher closed the French doors and 
whispered, “Please keep your children quiet because 
they could destroy the service.” 
 

Astonished, I replied, “I beg your pardon?” He 
repeated: “Keep the children quiet because they could 
destroy the service.” 
 

Taking my children by their hands, I looked at the usher 
and said, “No worries. We’re leaving.” Crying, I picked 
up my belongings and walked out. If my children could 
“destroy” a service, then that service was not an act of 
worship. It was an act of entertainment. No one has 
the power to destroy worship, because the gathering of 
people is a call from God. It is an invitation for all of us 
to know God more deeply and to have fellowship with 
one another. 
 

If there is something that needs to be destroyed, it’s 
the misconception of children disrupting our way of 
worship. I believe that children are the greatest 
treasure the church has, and therefore we need to take 
good care of them. We need to provide space for 
families to participate in the worshiping community 
because when we do, a community of faith is enriched. 
Children and families should not be an afterthought 
when planning events and programs in the church. 
 

That Easter Sunday led me to take the role of an ally in 
my ministry. Whenever our church staff sits down to 
plan, I say, “That’s a great idea. Now, what about the 
children? And how are we going to include families?” 

Why do I push for this? Because if a family takes the 
monumental challenge of waking up early on a Sunday 
to get the little ones dressed, fed and loaded into the 
car to go to church, I want them to feel embraced by 
the community they have chosen to worship with. I 
want them to know that they belong. God has invited 
them. It is good that we get to be together. 
 

There’s a story in Acts that I love. Peter and John are 
going to the Temple, where they find a lame man 
begging at the door. The man asks for money. Peter 
offers something better. He offers healing in the name 
of Jesus. Instantly, the man’s feet and ankles become 
strong. The man rushes inside the Temple and disrupts 
the service. Yet, in doing so, he testifies to God’s 
power and love. 
 

As we work to include our children in the life of our 
faith communities, let’s look at each of them, take 
their hand and invite them in. And then let us be 
witnesses as they testify to God’s power and love 
among us — even if their testimony “destroys” worship. 

 
Kecelyn Santiago is the coordinator for children’s ministry at Kirk in 

the Hills in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She and her husband, the 
Rev. Fernando Rodriguez, have two children, Matías and Sionely. 

 
Amy Nowak, 

Director of Christian Education 

 

 
 

 

 Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 October 30th - December 18th 

 $25 (includes workbook & 

video series) 

 Sign up on the bulletin board 

outside Fellowship Hall 

 

Defiant Joy 

In this six-session video Bible study, author Candace 

Payne (aka "Chewbacca Mom"), reveals her personal 

secrets and biblical insights to unshakable joy that no 

circumstance can take away, and how you can discover 

and experience the same. 

 
 

 

 Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. 

 Thursdays: 9:30 a.m. 

 Starting now! See Pastor Jason 

 

The Disciple Bible Study  is a 34-week in depth study 

of most of the Bible giving the Old and New Testaments 

equal time and emphasizing the wholeness of the Bible 

as a revelation of God. This training for Christian leaders 

has been completed by nearly two million graduates in 

more than 10,000 congregations and 

30 denominations worldwide. It was 

last offered at SAPC nearly 20 years 

ago. The class will meet for two hours 

each week and will end in May with 

some breaks to be determined by the 

class. The Thursday evening class 

will be offered if the interest is 

sufficient. Please contact Pastor Jason pastorjason@sapc-

ct.org or Dale Green orgreen@sbcglobal.net  for more 

information.  

 

 

 
 
 

Aqua blue cloth tablecloths (2) were taken to the church 

picnic.  Please check the items you took home to see if 

you mistakenly took the cloths home.  If you have them 

either return them to Carole Clark or leave them on the 

kitchen island. Thanks.   

 

Lost & Found 

Bible Studies 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

 

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY 

 



 

 

 

MYSTIC AREA ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

The Mystic Area Ecumenical Council is 

hosting the area wide Crop Walk for Hunger 

again this year on Sunday, October 14th at 

1:00 p.m.   

 Walkers will depart from St. Marks Church, 

Pearl Street, Mystic and walk to Noank Baptist 

Church and back again.  

 Walkers will depart at 1:30 p.m. There will be 

cars available for those who are not able to walk 

the entire way. 

 Snacks provided!  

 

The walk is easy to do and it's a great way to meet 

fellow Christians and help those in need. Please come 

and help us feed the hungry and work with the wider 

community.  

 

If you cannot make it to the Walk, you can make a 

donation to the Walk by putting it into an envelope on 

the display in the narthex and dropping it into the 

offering plate.  

 

Those interested in participating can register online at 

https.//www.crophungerwalk.org/ or you can register 

here at the St. Andrew Church.  See the information and 

materials on the easel in the narthex. Contact Jean 

Degrooth for more information at: 

j.degrooth@gmail.com 

Jean Degrooth,  

MAEC Representative 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, October 20th 

Collection starts October 7th 

It's here! It's here! It's time to get ready for the SAPC 

Annual Tag Sale on Saturday, October 20th (collections 

start on Sunday, October 7th). So as you clean out the 

garage, basement, attic, etc., please set aside items for 

SAPC. There will be many opportunities to volunteer to 

help out, so be on the lookout 

for more info and signup sheets 

to come. Contact Katey 

Kokomoor for more information 

at wellfitct@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Please Join the Marketing & Connection Committee for a 

showing of the movie, The Shack on Friday, October 26th 

at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  We will have popcorn, 

beverages and fellowship.  

The Shack stars Sam Worthington, Octavia Spencer and 

Tim McGraw. It is based on the world wide best seller 

written by William P. Young. Whether you read the 

book or not, the movie is a must - see! 

The movie is rated PG-13 young adults 

are welcome.                                       

Mark your calendars and join us! 

After suffering a family tragedy, Mack Philips spirals into a 

deep depression that causes him to question his innermost 

beliefs. Facing a crisis of faith, he receives a mysterious letter 

urging him to an abandoned shack in the Oregon wilderness. 

Despite his doubts, Mack journeys to the shack and 

encounters an enigmatic trio of strangers led by a woman 

named Papa. 

 

 

 

 

The Ladies Lunch group will meet on Tuesdays: 

October 16th 

November 13th 

December 18th 
 

Please bring your bag lunch;  dessert and beverages will 

be provided.   
 

This is a wonderful time to enjoy 

fellowship with other women in the 

church, get to know each other better, see 

how everyone is doing and find out if 

there is anyone who could use some help.  
 

If you would like to bring a non-perishable food item, 

we will add it to the Deacon's Grocery Cart.  
 

The Ladies Lunch meets on the third Tuesday of the 

month unless otherwise noted. Please mark your 

calendars and join us.  
 

As inclement weather approaches, note that we follow 

the Groton School District - if the schools are closed we 

will not meet.  

 

MAEC Movie Night 

Ladies Lunch Group 

Tagless Tag Sale!  



 

 

Are You Getting Out in the World? 

What is Nature Deficit Disorder?  It’s a label, not a 

diagnosis says Martha Driessnack in an article in 

“Journal for Specialists in Pediatric Nursing”.  It 

however, explains a lot.  The term Nature Deficit 

Disorder coined by Richard Louv describes the 

increasing cost of not experiencing nature, and in 

children especially not having unstructured free play 

out of doors.  The term backseat generation is often used 

to describe today's’ children.  Kids get shuffled from one 

structured activity to another experiencing nature 

looking out the window from the back seat of the car.   
 

In a 2008 study, Roberts and Foehr determined that kids 

spend 6.5 hours a day with 

electronic media.  Another 

study by Ginsburg in 2007 

states that this leads to 

children losing their ability 

to experience the world 

directly and decreases their 

ability to relate to others’ 

life experiences.  Lack of contact with the outside world 

is linked to increases in anxiety and depression. 
 

This might sound bleak, but the solution is simple; Go 

Outside and Experience Nature!  Make time for kids 

(and adults) to play out of doors in an unstructured way.  

Let them use their imagination and see what happens.  

In 1984 Harvard Biologist EO Wilson introduced the 

concept Biophilia.  It states that humans have an 

affiliation to other living organisms.  The theory is that 

we carry these affinities from past generations and they 

not only include living organisms, but also streams, 

ocean waves, and the wind.  Many studies have been 

done that show a direct correlation between contact with 

nature and restored attention, decreased anxiety and 

depression, and fewer symptoms of ADD and ADHD.   
 

Movements such as “Leave No Child Inside,” Outdoor 

Classroom, and Green Hour Initiative have sprung up to 

combat Nature Deficit Disorder.  Many Schools across 

the country are adopting policies and practices to 

introduce nature into their programs. 
 

We are incredibly lucky to live where we do.  

Southeastern Connecticut offers a plethora of 

opportunity to get outdoors.  We have parks, trails, 

beaches, and organized and unorganized opportunities 

to enjoy this beautiful world of ours at our fingertips.  

Avalonia Land Conservancy, Groton Open Spaces 

Association, and the Denison PequotSepos Nature 

Center all offer programs.  Our own Carole Clark can 

tell you about The Avalonia lands.  Go ahead take a 

walk in the woods, keep flowers in your home, plant a 

garden, or just get you hands in the dirt.  Nature is the 

foundation of our health and wellness. Check out the 

Health and Wellness Team’s bulletin board for more 

resources and ideas. 
 

References:   
Martha Driessmack and Ann M. Rhodes, Children and Nature Deficit 

Disorder,  Journal for Specialists in Pediatric Nursing 
 

Howard Franklin and Richard Louv, The Powerful Link Between 

Conserving Land and Preserving Health, For the Land Trust Alliance 

Special Anniversary Report, 2007 
 

Richard Louv, Do Our Kids Have Nature Deficit Disorder?, 

Educational Leadership December 2009/January 2010  
 

Katey Kokomoor & Christine Gentry, 

Health & Wellness Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Generous Giving 
 

Stewardship is receiving God’s gifts gratefully, 

cherishing and tending them in a responsible and 

accountable manner, sharing them in generosity and 

love with others, and returning them with increase to 

the Lord.   As we share our gifts of time, talent and 

treasure, it’s important to note that that our year to date 

giving is up over 10% and the budget is being carefully 

managed by the Session.  And while we are trending 

well, I would ask that everyone to review their planned 

2018 giving to the church and make any necessary 

“catch-up” payments.  I would also ask you to think and 

pray deeply about how your personal game plan for 

giving squares up with God’s plan for you and adjust 

accordingly.  If you are a tither, God bless you.  If you 

are not, God bless you.  In any and every case, most of 

us need to learn to increase our giving.  In God’s way of 

arranging the world, when we give more; we get more.  

Your faithful and generous giving allows St. Andrew to 

fulfill God’s work and God’s plan to transform lives and 

make the world a better place.  
 

 

Bill Smith,  

Stewardship Chair  

(858-449-6559) 

 

 

 

 

Health & Wellness Team 

Stewardship 



 
 

 

The Men's Lunch Club meets on the second Friday 

of every month at Noon.  All men of the church are 

invited to join us. We hope to see you on Fridays, 

October 12th 

November 9th 

December 14th 

 at The Seahorse restaurant in Noank. If you have any 

questions, please contact Bill Clark at: wpcsc@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be updating the kid's photo's on our Family Tree 

in Fellowship Hall. Please find Debby 

Green to have your photo updated.  
 

You do not need to be a member of SAPC 

to be a part of our family - we want to see 

all of your smiling faces on the tree.  

 

 

 

 

We are off to a great start to the school year. We have a 

total of 55 children enrolled. With the extended hour this 

year the children are bringing their lunches 

and ending their day at 1:00 p.m. I really 

think this helped boost our enrollment.  

  

We have scheduled a fun family trip to the 

Buttonwoods Farm in Griswold. They have several farm 

activities to get us all engaged: A hay bale mountain to 

climb, a corn crib to play in, duck racing with water 

pumps, a cow train, hay wagon ride to feed the cows, 

and visit with some farm animals. 

 

A very special THANK YOU goes to Dave Gaiewski, our 

Preschool Chair, for pulling the jungle of weeds that 

grew over the summer in the playground area. It is very 

much appreciated! Also the preschool families showered 

the preschool with lots of amazing supplies to last the 

entire year; Lysol wipes, wet wipes, paper towels, 

snacks, Kleenex tissues, and band aids. We are so 

appreciative of these gifts and to have such wonderful 

families in our program. 

- Pat Dalton,  

Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

EBAY FOR SAPC: Clearing out?  Our church Tag Sale will 

be here before we know it, and that is one fantastic win-

win opportunity for  our church and members. In 

addition, we have an alternative offering for helping to 

unload certain items that might be of a slightly greater 

value.  *Volunteers inspect Tag Sale donations for 

possible ebay items.  

 

*jewelry, nice clothing, pottery, old toys, books, vintage 

anything, anything rare, anything new in packaging, 

granddad’s old computer or cufflink or even his 

handcuff key (weirdest item we’ve sold). 

 

St. Andrew has an ebay account for Charity! 

 

If you are already an  ebay Seller, you can designate a 

portion of any item sold to go towards ebay for SAPC, 

by selecting our church as a charity when you follow the 

menu to list your item. 

 

If you are not an experienced ebay Seller, but have items 

you wish to donate for listing and potential sale, please 

speak to me,  Arline Culp, ametsfan41@gmail.com.  I 

will take the items, pack them up and 

list them for you.  Items that do not 

sell are held for the next church yard 

sale.  Items that sell are credited on 

your church Statement of Giving for 

the amount of the actual sale price. 

 

Our ebay earnings go directly into our church Savings 

Account  and have been useful in the past few years to 

offset the year-end budget shortfalls.  In the summer 

months of 2018, Our ebay income has managed to  

exceed $1000.00, all quite unexpectedly, from a single 

box of attic treasures donated by one member!   
 

- Arline Culp, 

Finance Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men's Lunch 

Church Family Tree 
Updates 

SAPCP - Preschool News 

Finance News 



 

 

 

MISSION NEWS 

If you are interested in missions or would like more 

information about the causes that St. Andrew supports, 

please browse the missions bulletin board or contact 

Elder Nicki Bresnyan at 860-367-3716 or 

stagemngr1230@aol.com.  We welcome your 

participation and input into missions. 

 

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

On World Communion Sunday, October 7th, St. 

Andrew will receive the Peace and Global Witness 

Offering.  The offering draws Presbyterians together and 

provides education and exposure to those who show us 

how to do peacemaking well and to support those 

struggling through oppression and injustice.  Twenty-

five percent of the offering stays with local 

congregations, 25% with mid councils, and 50% 

supports the work for peace and reconciliation by 

Presbyterians across the globe.  

 

MEET THE NEED MINISTRIES  

While working on local restoration and 

rehabilitation projects, Meet the Need 

Ministries is also rapidly moving 

forward with organizational issues such 

as establishing a regular meeting 

schedule, creating bylaws, soliciting publicity, and 

incorporating as a 501(c)(3).  If you would like to be 

involved in this dynamic group (open to high schoolers 

and above) that is directly impacting the community, or 

make a tax-free contribution, please contact Terry 

O’Hanlon at terry1oh@comcast.net or Mike Kerst at 

mekerst90@gmail.com for more information. Next 

meeting: Tuesday, October 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 

 

SOUP KITCHEN  

Volunteers are always needed to work at the New 

London Community Meal Center 

located at 12 Montauk Avenue, New 

London, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. to 

finalize meal preparation, serve the 

meal, wash the large cooking items 

and clean up the kitchen and serving 

area. 
 

 Crossroads Presbyterian will be manning the 

kitchen on Friday, October 26th.  Please contact 

Martha Dow at 860-446-8781 if you would like 

to assist.  

No special skills are needed, just a desire to help 

members of our community. Please remember to bring a 

hat to wear while volunteering and no open toe shoes. 

 

- Nicki Bresnyan, 

Mission Committee Chair 

 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

The weather is changing and winter is approaching. This 

is a difficult time for those without a home. There is a 

need for winter items: coats, blankets, hats, scarves, 

gloves, etc. Please bring your clean and gently used 

items and place them next to the bins in Fellowship Hall.   

 

If you have any questions please contact Debby Green 

at:  d4green@sbcglobal.net 

 

Debby Green, 

Mission Committee Member 

 
 

  
 

The Committee continues to carry out the 

responsibilities assigned to them.  We are working to do 

this through clear procedures.  The Responsibilities List 

is posted on the Worship bulletin board in the hall, near 

the Lounge. 

 

We are researching the possibility of purchasing new 

hymnals.  We’ll keep you posted on this.  In the 

meantime, Carole Clark has volunteered to put the 

Apostles' Creed into each of the current hymnals.  The 

label will be put on the inside of the front cover. 

 

We are working on our Worship Committee financial 

information for the end of 2018.  We will then start on 

the proposed budget for 2019. 

 

We will begin planning for Thanksgiving, Advent, and 

Christmas at our next meeting. 

 

We want to thank all those who have contributed 

flowers during this year.  Watch for the start of our 

poinsettia ordering event on November 18th. 

 

Members of the Committee are:  Pastor Jason Santalucia, 

Nicki Bresnyan, Carole Clark, Marcia Fix, David 

Gaiewski, Joe Jackson, Eileen Newton.  

  Jean Degrooth, 

Worship Committee Chair 

 

Mission Committee 

Worship Committee 

mailto:stagemngr1230@aol.com
mailto:terry1oh@comcast.net
mailto:mekerst90@gmail.com


SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

In September three birthdays were celebrated with a 

flower dedication in the Sanctuary.  Thank you Parker 

family and continued best birthday wishes to Annalea 

who celebrated her thirteenth birthday; Jean Degrooth 

with flowers for her daughter, Grace Elizabeth; and the 

Laidlaw's with flowers dedicated to their 

daughter, Heather.  More thanks to all. 

 

The months of October and November have 

some openings for flower dedications.  

Think of all the vivid fall colors:  orange, 

yellow, burgundy and white.  These colors 

all complement our donated brocade runner often on 

our Communion Table.  Why wait for the hectic 

Christmas season to place flowers in the Sanctuary?  The 

signup sheet is on the wall outside the Fellowship Hall.  

Again, thanks to all. Your faithfulness is appreciated. 

Carole Clark,  

Worship Committee Member 

 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

COLLECTING OCTOBER 21 - NOVEMBER 18 

The Deacon's will be accepting your non-

perishable "Thanksgiving-like" food 

donations Tables will set up in 

Fellowship Hall to collect your 

donations. Items needed are: 

 

 canned fruits & veggies 

 instant mashed potatoes 

 stuffing mix 

 cranberry sauce 

 gravy mixes 

 canned pie filling 

 cereal 

 gift cards to Big Y, Wal-Mart, Stop-n-Shop 

(please hand this to a Deacon) 

 

GROCERY CART 

Your Deacons work all year with Groton Human 

Services to see what the 

needs of our community 

are and the generosity of 

SAPC is very much 

appreciated. From 

backpack supplies to 

Thanksgiving baskets, 

your contributions are amazing. The focus now is on 

non-perishable items for our Grocery Cart - the shelves 

at GHS are bare and in great need of the following items: 

 

 canned goods (all types)  spaghetti/pasta 

 spaghetti sauce   mac & chesse 

 pork & beans   ravioli 

 instant rice   laundry soap 

 instant potato meals    instant meals  

  

Please consider picking up a few extra 

items the next time you grocery shop for 

our neighbors in need. And please check 

expiration dates before donating. Thank 

you!  

 

MAGAZINE COLLECTION 

On the third Sunday of every month the Deacon's will be 

collecting your already read magazines to donate to 

doctor's offices, cancer centers, and convalescent homes. 

Please bring in your recent gently read magazines this 

month on Sunday, October 21st 

and you can just leave them in 

the Deacon's grocery cart. For 

more information on this 

initiative, please contact Mary 

Lowe at 860-598-9633.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER DEACON OF THE MONTH: 

Bryan Driskill 

860.625.5586 
 

The Deacons are the "hands of the church." 

Please call if you know  

of a church member in need.  

Deacon Ministry 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September Dates to Remember 

  5 Wed Preschool Parent Night 6:00 pm 

  6 Thu Cooking Class 5:30 pm 

Please mark your calendars: 

The Annual Fall Congregational  

Meeting has been called for 

 Sunday, November 18th  

following the worship service.  
 

 
 

The purpose of the meeting is to 

elect new Elders & Deacons,  

and to review the  

2019 proposed budget.  

October Birthdays  
3 Liliane Smith 

4 Joshua Roberts 

6 Brooke Rymash 

12 Miranda Felton 

14 Pat Berg 

19 Marcia Fix 

26 Kelly Milton 

28  Owen Driskill 

29  Alicia Moroyoqui 

31 Jack Fix 
We are sorry if we missed your birthday! Please let the church 

office know of any corrections or additions to the monthly 

birthday list. 

 

October Dates to Remember 

  7 Sun Stewardship Meeting - lounge 11:30 am 

  Tag Sale donations begin 

12  Fri Men's Lunch @ Seahorse Noon 

14 Sun Worship Cmt Mtg - lounge 11:30 am 

16 Tue Ladies Lunch - lounge Noon 

  Session Meeting - lounge 7:00 pm 

20 Sat TAG SALE! 

21 Sun Service Project Youth 10:00 am 

23 Tue Meet the Need Ministries  7:00 pm 

26 Fri Soup Kitchen @ New London 4:30 pm 

  SAPC Movie Night 7:00 pm 
 

  

Regular Church Schedule 

Unless otherwise noted 

Sundays 

Sunday School 9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am 

Fellowship Hour 11:00 am 

Junior Choir Rehearsal 11:00 am 

Youth Group (grades 6-12) 5:30 pm 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  6:00 pm 

Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am 

Wednesdays 

Disciple Bible Study 6:30 pm 

 

Thursdays 

Disciple Bible Study 9:30 am 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Jason Santalucia, Pastor 
860-445-8348 

Eileen Newton & Dr. Robert Newton,  
Ministers of Music 

bobeileen36@yahoo.com  | 860-79-9562 

Amy Nowak, Director of Christian Education 
amy@sapc-ct.org  | 860-381-5045 

Ashley Parker, Church Secretary 
office@sapc-ct.org  | 860-445-8348 

Pat Dalton, Director of St. Andrew Preschool 
preschool@sapc-ct.org  | 860-405-0478 

www.sapc-ct.org 

Rev. Richard L. Van Deusen, Organizing Pastor   

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP  

 
 

 

Donna O'Hanlon 2018 Clerk of Session 

Geoff Gordon 2020 Marketing & Connections Chair 

Mike Kerst 2019 Personnel Committee Chair 
Dave Gaiewski 2020 Preschool Department Chair 
Jean Degrooth 2018 Worship Committee Chair 

Harold Haugeto 2019 Finance Committee Chair 

Mark Raymond 2018 Property Department Chair 

Nicki Bresnyan 2020 Mission Committee Chair 
Carole Clark 2018 Nominating Committee Chair 
Katey Kokomoor 2019 Education Department Chair 

Bill Smith 2020 Stewardship Chair 

Open Fellowship Chair 

 

mailto:bobeileen36@aol.com
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