
 

 

 

 

 

 

"Start With WHY" 
 

Friends, 
 

As I write this, I’m sitting in my office on a Saturday morning, books and papers spread across my desk. I’m 

sitting here waiting for an idea to pop into my head about what I might talk about this month. So far no luck. 

But outside I see the clouds are breaking up a little, the sun is poking through, and the leaves on the trees across 

the parking lot are just starting to turn. That’s something, I guess. 
  

I have my door closed so I can concentrate, but I can still hear the Tag Sale going on out there — 

muffled voices in the background. I can’t make out what anyone is saying, but I recognize the rhythms of 

conversations, and I sense how familiar people in this church are with one another and how much time has 

passed between them, and it brings something to mind. 
 

The poet James Wright wrote a poem called “Lying in a Hammock at William Duffy’s Farm in Pine Island, 

Minnesota”— a long title for a short poem that describes a “bronze butterfly asleep on the black trunk,” 

cowbells ringing in the distance, a “field of sunlight between two pines,” a hawk floating by “looking for 

home.” And then, in the last line, Wright abruptly announces, “I have wasted my life.” 
 

What does he mean by that? Does he mean that everything he did in his life was a pointless waste of time? I 

don’t think so. I think he means that all the things that have occupied his life — writing and teaching — now 

appear weightless and without consequence compared to the beauty of the moment unfolding around him. I 

think he means that this one moment, fully lived, fully experienced, fully-inhabited, brings into focus what a 

lifetime of half-lived moments could not. I get that for the first time as I sit here watching the summer lean into 

fall and listening to church members take pleasure in the good work they’re doing together.   
 

It’s hard, if not impossible, to be fully present every moment. Life keeps us busy, and so many things demand 

our attention. But every now and then, when we look up from whatever it is we’re doing, God gives us a peek 

into the beauty behind everything. 
 

Right now, I have things demanding my attention, so I have to wrap this up. But I’m glad I was able to 

experience a moment this morning that otherwise would have passed by unnoticed and been gone forever. It’s 

like a gift, to be remembered and loved, and I pray that as we head into the holidays, God will so gift each of 

you. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving and Blessings in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jason 
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A New Spin on “Potluck” for the                
November 18th Congregational Meeting 

The Health and Wellness Team is adding a fun and 
healthy new option for the upcoming 

Congregational Meeting potluck.  The team 
will be printing recipe cards for a wide 

variety of recipes found in The Daniel Plan
® 

(see info below).  We invite you to choose a 
recipe card (or 2) and sign up to bring the dish 

you have chosen to the potluck.  An info table with the 
recipe cards and information on The Daniel Plan

®
 will be 

set up in Fellowship Hall on Sundays, November 4 & 11.  
We hope you will join us in this great opportunity to 

explore great tasting, nourishing, easy to prepare foods 
that also enhance the health and wellbeing of our 
congregation.  To check out some Daniel Plan recipes, 
visit: http://www.danielplan.com/food/   

Looking Ahead ... 

Join us for The Daniel Plan
® 

and Get Support for 
Healthy Lifestyle Changes 

The Health and Wellness Team is once again offering 
The Daniel Plan

® 
here at St. Andrew 

starting in January 2019.  If you’ve been 
looking for a supportive group format to start 
making meaningful upgrades to your 
lifestyle, consider joining us!  “The Daniel 
Plan is a healthy lifestyle program founded 
on biblical principles and focused on The 
Essentials: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus and 
Friends. The program offers an innovative approach to 
achieving a healthy lifestyle where people get better 
together by optimizing their health in each of these life 
areas.” 

Program starts on January 20, 2019 from 4:00 - 5:15 
p.m. in the lounge, and runs for about 6 weeks.  This 
program has a video component followed by group 
discussion. For more info talk to Katey Kokomoor at: 
wellfitct@gmail.com or Christine Gentry at: gentry-j-
c@sbcglobal.net.  A signup sheet will be posted in 
December on the bulletin board outside of Fellowship 
Hall.  

 

 

Best Thanksgiving Dinner in 

Connecticut! 
 

SAPC’s 20th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner!!! 

 
All you have to do to attend is: 

 Sign – up outside Fellowship Hall (friends and 

out of town family are welcome) 

 bring two side dishes; the Green's will cook the 

turkeys, stuff the birds and make the gravy 

 Come early if you want to play games or just 

fellowship 

 Dinner is served at 3:00 p.m. 

 

There is no mess in your 

kitchen to go home to and 

everyone leaves with leftovers 

for the day-after turkey 

sandwiches (or night time 

snack). If you have any 

questions about the day please contact Dale or Debby 

Green at orgreen@sbcglobal.net 

Please mark your calendars: 

The Annual Fall Congregational  

Meeting has been called for 

 Sunday, November 18th  

following the worship service.  
 

 
 

The purpose of the meeting is to 

elect new Elders & Deacons,  

and to review the  

2019 proposed budget.  

 

We will share a potluck lunch 

together ... with recipes from the 

Daniel Plan provided by Health & 

Wellness Team. Please read the 

attached article below.  

 

 

Health & Wellness Team 

Thanksgiving Dinner 



 

 

 

News from the Christian 

Ed Department 
 

It’s hard to believe we are already into November, and 

the Christmas season will be upon us soon. 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD … 
This year, St. Andrew will be participating in Operation 

Christmas Child.    
 

On Sunday, November 4th, the Sunday School classes 

will be sharing during the Moment for Mission.  

Operation Christmas Child boxes will be provided as 

well as details and guidelines of what to put in the boxes 

and what NOT to put in the boxes.   All 

boxes need to be back to the church 

by NOVEMBER 18th.  I will be 

dropping them all off at the drop off 

location on NOVEMBER 19th.   
 

This is a great opportunity for all of our church members 

and families. Starting November 1st, we will have 

everything you need to know posted on the CE bulletin 

board and on posters throughout the hallways.   

 

ADVENT & YOUTH ... 
The Christian Ed Department will be kicking off Advent 

again this year on December 2nd at 4:00 pm.  We 

welcome everyone to join us again for an evening of tree 

decorating in the sanctuary 

followed by food and fellowship.  

Cookies and cocoa will be back 

by popular demand.   
 

This is a great event for all ages 

in the church.  Don’t miss it!  We 

will have more information as it gets closer, so stay 

tuned. 

 

CHRISTMAS ... 
Looking ahead … Please save the date for DECEMBER 

23rd.  Our regular worship service will be an interactive 

Christmas story, and we can’t wait for you to be a part 

of it!  More details to follow. 
 

Please see Amy Nowak for more details or email 

amy@sapc-ct.org 

Amy Nowak, 

Director of Christian Education 

 
 

 Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 November 6th - December 18th 

 $25 (includes workbook & 

video series) 

 Sign up on the bulletin board 

outside Fellowship Hall 

 

Defiant Joy 

In this six-session video Bible study, author Candace 

Payne (aka "Chewbacca Mom"), reveals her personal 

secrets and biblical insights to unshakable joy that no 

circumstance can take away, and how you can discover 

and experience the same. 

 

Contact Donna O'Hanlon terrdonn@comcast.net or 

Ashley Parker office@sapc-ct.org for more information. 

 

 

 

 

The Ladies Lunch group will meet on Tuesdays: 

November 13th 

December 18th 
 

Please bring your bag lunch;  dessert and beverages will 

be provided.   
 

This is a wonderful time to enjoy 

fellowship with other women in the 

church, get to know each other better, see 

how everyone is doing and find out if 

there is anyone who could use some help.  
 

If you would like to bring a non-perishable food item, 

we will add it to the Deacon's Grocery Cart.  
 

The Ladies Lunch meets on the third Tuesday of the 

month unless otherwise noted. Please mark your 

calendars and join us.  
 

As inclement weather approaches, note that we follow 

the Groton School District - if the schools are closed we 

will not meet.  

 

 

INSERT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Lunch Group 

Christian Education Ladies Bible Study 

mailto:amy@sapc-ct.org


 

 

 
 

An Invitation from the Senior Choir ... 
 

The Senior Choir would like to extend an invitation to 

any members of the congregation who are interested in 

singing with the choir for this year’s Christmas cantata.  

This special music will be presented on Sunday, 

December 16th during the morning worship service.  

Rehearsals for the cantata are held on Sunday evenings 

from 7:15 until 7:45 p.m.  We encourage and welcome 

any new singers who would like to join with the Senior 

Choir to prepare this special music for the Christmas 

season. 

 

The Choir is also looking to increase its regular 

membership and welcomes high school students and 

adults to join.  If you are new (or old) to St. Andrew and 

would like to participate, please speak to Eileen Newton 

or any choir member.  The Choir gathers on Sunday 

evenings for rehearsals from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.  We hope 

you will consider joining us! 

 

Handbell Ringers Needed 

Our St. Andrew Handbell Choir is in 

need of new members (especially 

now to prepare music for Christmas).  

Ringing is fun and not difficult. Reading music is 

helpful, but not required. If you would like to give it a 

try, please see Eileen.  The Handbell Choir meets for 

rehearsals each Sunday evening from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 

~ Eileen & Bob Newton,  

Ministers of Music 

 

 

 
 

 

The Men's Lunch Club meets on the second Friday 

of every month at Noon.  All men of the church are 

invited to join us. We hope to see you on Fridays, 

November 9th 

December 14th 

 at The Seahorse restaurant in Noank. If you have 

any questions, please contact Bill Clark at: 

wpcsc@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Saturday, Dec. 1, 2018 
 

Our annual Children’s  
Christmas Craft Workshop 

 

9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Come and enjoy a special time with your child! This is a 

great way to kick off the Christmas Season. Children 

with their families purchase tickets at the entrance and 

receive a bag to decorate to place their crafts inside for 

safe keeping.  Each craft table will have its craft 

materials and a can for tickets to be placed into.  All 

crafts are simple and easy to make and take. There will 

be approximately 16 different crafts and each one is 

$1.00 to make.  A table is set for socializing and snacking 

too!   All proceeds will go to benefit the Preschool. 

 

~ Pat Dalton,  

Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

Is your picture on the tree? The tree has many of our 

church family on the leaves. There are two lists beside 

the tree one by first names and one by last names that 

indicates which limb of the tree that particular person is 

on. Each Fall we will update the children's pictures as 

well as anyone who would prefer a 

different picture (new hairdo or just do 

not like the previous picture). You do not 

need to be a member to have your 

picture on the tree. Debby Green will be 

in the Narthex following church services 

to take pictures.  

 

Choir Notes 

Men's Lunch 

SAPCP - Preschool News 

Church Family Tree 



 

 

 

THANK YOU!  

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 
On World Communion Sunday, October 7th, St. Andrew 

completed the Peace and Global Witness Offering to 

support those struggling through oppression and 

injustice.  Through the congregation’s generosity, $650 

was collected of which $162.50 stays with St. Andrew.  

Thank you!  The $162.50 will be combined with a 

previous collection balance of $274 to support a local 

peacemaking effort, which is to be determined.  If you 

have any ideas about how to spend the money, please 

contact Elder Nicki Bresnyan at 860-367-3716 or 

stagemngr1230@aol.com. This mission will be discussed 

at a future Mission Committee meeting, and we would 

welcome your participation. 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Habitat for Humanity is once again looking for our help. 

As a participating church, we try to give not only with 

our funds, but also our time and energy.  Right now, 

their greatest need is for volunteers interested in joining 

their build teams.  They have recently lost a number of 

their volunteers due to moving or health/age related 

reasons, and they would like to fill some of 

these openings.  Currently, a house on 

Raymond Hill Road, Montville, is nearing 

completion.  The next project is refurbishing 

a house on Chapman Street, Groton.  If you 

are interested in learning more, you may email Beth 

Borden at lizzieborden@snet.net, or contact Habitat for 

Humanity directly at: volunteer@habitatct.org or 860-

442-7890 ext 201. 

 

GUATEMALA 2019 

How you help: by donating art supplies, donating 

additional money to our church's 

monetary donation for the building 

project supplies, helping to cover the 

cost of transportation to and from the 

airport and PRAYERS. 

 

Even though you personally may not be going on the 

trip, you can help our church be God's hands and feet in 

this mission trip. 

 

Donations for the kid's program:  

 yarn (does not have to be a full skein)  

 crayons (used and new) 

 new small toys (like McDonald's toys) to be 

used as prizes 

 scissors (adult and child) 

 sidewalk chalk (used or new)  

 small beads for necklaces  

 pipe cleaners (without the prickly parts) 

 face paints or temporary tattoos 

 fabric grocery bags (plastic bags are illegal in 

Guatemala) 
 

If you have anything else that you would like to donate 

(for example: on one trip we took a water purifier), 

contact Pastor Jason or Debby Green. 
 

 

MEET THE NEED MINISTRIES  

While working on local restoration and 

rehabilitation projects, Meet the Need 

Ministries is also rapidly moving 

forward with organizational issues such 

as establishing a regular meeting 

schedule, creating bylaws, soliciting publicity, and 

incorporating as a 501(c)(3).  If you would like to be 

involved in this dynamic group (open to high schoolers 

and above) that is directly impacting the community, or 

make a tax-free contribution, please contact Terry 

O’Hanlon at terry1oh@comcast.net or Mike Kerst at 

mekerst90@gmail.com for more information. Next 

meeting: Tuesday, November 27th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

SOUP KITCHEN  

Volunteers are always needed to work at the New 

London Community Meal Center 

located at 12 Montauk Avenue, New 

London, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. to 

finalize meal preparation, serve the 

meal, wash the large cooking items 

and clean up the kitchen and serving 

area. 
 

 St. Andrew will be manning the kitchen on 

Fridays, November 23rd & November 30th.  

Please contact Beth Borden at 

lizzieborden@snet.net if you would like to 

assist.  
 

No special skills are needed, just a desire to help 

members of our community. Please remember to bring a 

hat to wear while volunteering and no open toe shoes. 

 

~ Nicki Bresnyan, 

Mission Committee Chair 

 

Mission Committee 

mailto:stagemngr1230@aol.com
mailto:volunteer@habiatect.org
mailto:terry1oh@comcast.net
mailto:mekerst90@gmail.com


HOMELESS COLLECTION BINS IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

As the seasons change from fall to winter, the weather 

goes from nippy to cold: so as you go through your 

coats, long johns, sweatshirts (especially hoodies), gloves 

and mittens, please consider 

donating any that you are not using 

to the homeless. These can be placed 

next to the collection bin in 

Fellowship Hall. Other items always 

in need are: 
 

 belts, wallets, change purses 

 gently used clean clothing, undergarments and 

shoes 

 Blankets, pillows, sheets 

 cell phones for Safe Futures 
 

If you have any questions please contact Debby Green 

at:  d4green@sbcglobal.net 

 

~ Debby Green, 

Mission Committee Member 

 
 

  
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Every Sunday in October the Sanctuary was enhanced 

with flower dedications and contributions. Thanks and 

continuing best wishes to Bill and Melissa Jankowski as 

well as Jen and Mark Raymond, twenty-two 

and nineteen wedding anniversary years 

respectively.   Repeated thanks to Chet 

Andrews who annually remembers Joan and 

family.  Heather Laidlaw celebrated her 

daughter, Alicia. Thank you again for sharing your 

special occasions and memories by placing flowers in 

the Sanctuary. 

~ Carole Clark,  

Worship Committee Member 

 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

COLLECTING NOW - NOVEMBER 18 

The Deacon's are now accepting your 

non-perishable "Thanksgiving-like" food 

donations. Tables are set up in 

Fellowship Hall to collect your 

donations. Items needed are: 

 

 canned fruits & veggies 

 instant mashed potatoes 

 stuffing mix 

 cranberry sauce 

 gravy mixes 

 canned pie filling 

 cereal 

 gift cards to Big Y, Wal-Mart, Stop-n-Shop 

(please hand this to a Deacon) 

 

WHO ARE YOUR DEACONS? 

Bryan Driskill, Moderator 

Bill Jankowski  Bob Williams 

Diane Snider  Kelly Milton 

Kim Kerst  Linda Evers 

Mary Lowe  Valerie Crist 

 

GROCERY CART 

Your Deacons work all year with Groton Human 

Services to see what the needs of our community are and 

the generosity of SAPC is very much 

appreciated. From backpack supplies to 

Thanksgiving baskets, your 

contributions are amazing. The focus 

now is on non-perishable items for our 

Grocery Cart - the shelves at GHS are bare and in great 

need of the following items: 
 

 canned goods (all types)  spaghetti/pasta 

 spaghetti sauce   mac & chesse 

 pork & beans   ravioli 

 instant rice   laundry soap 

 instant potato meals    instant meals  

  

Please consider picking up a few extra 

items the next time you grocery shop for 

our neighbors in need. And please check 

expiration dates before donating. Thank 

you!  

 

MAGAZINE COLLECTION 

On the third Sunday of every month the Deacon's will be 

collecting your already read magazines to donate to 

doctor's offices, cancer centers, and convalescent homes. 

Please bring in your recent gently read magazines this 

month on Sunday, November 18th  

and you can just leave them in the 

Deacon's grocery cart. For more 

information on this initiative, please 

contact Mary Lowe at 860-598-9633.  

 

 

Deacon Ministry 

Worship Committee 



 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't forget to set your clocks back one 

hour before bed on Saturday, 

November 3rd! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER DEACON OF THE MONTH: 

Kelly Milton 

860.287.0063 
 

The Deacons are the "hands of the church." 

Please call if you know  

of a church member in need.  

November Dates to Remember 

1 Thu Disciple Bible Study 9:30  am 

4 Sun DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 

9  Fri Men's Lunch @ Seahorse Noon 

11 Sun Worship Cmt Mtg - lounge 11:30 am 

13 Tue Ladies Lunch - lounge Noon 

17 Sat Church Bazaar 

18 Sun Service Project Youth 10:00 am 

  Congregational Meeting + Lunch 

20 Tue Session Meeting 7:00 pm 

22 Thu Thanksgiving Dinner 3:00 pm 

23 Fri Soup Kitchen @ New London 4:30 pm 

25  Sun No Sunday School Classes 

27 Tue Meet the Need Ministries  7:00 pm 

30 Fri Soup Kitchen @ New London 4:30 pm 
 

  

Regular Church Schedule 
Unless otherwise noted 

Sundays 

Sunday School 9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am 

Fellowship Hour 11:00 am 

Junior Choir Rehearsal 11:00 am 

Youth Group (grades 6-12) 5:30 pm 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  6:00 pm 

Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am 

Wednesdays 

Disciple Bible Study 6:30 pm 

 

Thursdays 

Disciple Bible Study 9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Birthdays 
 1 Leah Jesse                   

  Colleen Driskill        

 8 Al Kelley             

 10 Jean Degrooth                     

 11 Beth Borden    

 13 Joanne Loria-Wetterskog 

 16 Daniel Green         

  Crystal Westrate      

 17 Matthew Nowak    

  Anne Sergeant              

 19 Dahlia Williams       

  Kevin Wetterskog             

 21 Emily Culp    

 24 Dan Dyer                

  Margaret Wyles                    

        
We are sorry if we missed your birthday! Please let the 

church office know of any corrections or additions to the 

monthly birthday list. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Jason Santalucia, Pastor 
860-445-8348 

Eileen Newton & Dr. Robert Newton,  
Ministers of Music 

bobeileen36@yahoo.com  | 860-79-9562 

Amy Nowak, Director of Christian Education 
amy@sapc-ct.org  | 860-381-5045 

Ashley Parker, Church Secretary 
office@sapc-ct.org  | 860-445-8348 

Pat Dalton, Director of St. Andrew Preschool 
preschool@sapc-ct.org  | 860-405-0478 

www.sapc-ct.org 

Rev. Richard L. Van Deusen, Organizing Pastor   

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP  

 
 

 

Donna O'Hanlon 2018 Clerk of Session 

Geoff Gordon 2020 Marketing & Connections Chair 

Mike Kerst 2019 Personnel Committee Chair 
Dave Gaiewski 2020 Preschool Department Chair 
Jean Degrooth 2018 Worship Committee Chair 

Harold Haugeto 2019 Finance Committee Chair 

Mark Raymond 2018 Property Department Chair 

Nicki Bresnyan 2020 Mission Committee Chair 
Carole Clark 2018 Nominating Committee Chair 
Katey Kokomoor 2019 Education Department Chair 

Bill Smith 2020 Stewardship Chair 

Open Fellowship Chair 

 

September Dates to Remember 

  5 Wed Preschool Parent Night 6:00 pm 

  6 Thu Cooking Class 5:30 pm 

  9 Sun Church Picnic 10:00 am 

  Senior Choir Begins 7:15 pm 

11 Tue Ladies Bible Study Kickoff 9:30 am 

14  Fri Men's Lunch @ Seahorse Noon 

16 Sun Kickoff Sunday 9:00 am 

  Junior Choir Begins 11:00 am 

  Worship Cmt Mtg 11:30 am 

20 Thu Disciple Bible Study Kickoff 10:00 am 

25 Tue Guatemala Meeting 7:00 pm 

28 Fri Soup Kitchen 4:30 pm 
 

  

Regular Church Schedule 
Unless otherwise noted 

Sundays 

Sunday School 9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am 

Fellowship Hour 11:00 am 

Junior Choir Rehearsal 11:00 am 

Youth Group (grades 6-12) TBA 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  6:00 pm 

Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am 

Thursdays 

Disciple Bible Study 10:00 am 
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