
 

 

 

 

 

 

"Start With WHY" 
 
Friends, 

 

The season of Advent begins on December 2, and with it comes the start of a new liturgical year. So this month I thought 

I’d give you a little overview of the liturgical calendar—where it comes from and why we observe it. 

 

The liturgical calendar has a long history. By the time of the Protestant Reformation, in the sixteenth-century, the church 

year consisted mainly of feast days for various saints, and these were often treated as occasions for revelry rather than 

worship. In response, the leaders of the Reformation got rid of most of these feast days and whittled the calendar down to 

Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension and Pentecost. 

 

One of these leaders, John Calvin, also did away with the medieval lectionary, which at that point was made up of more-

or-less random snippets of scripture assigned to each Sunday of the year. Calvin thought that reading the Bible in such a 

haphazard way did little to help people become more biblically literate. So week by week he preached through whole 

books of the Bible instead, and that practice had a lasting effect on the churches he came to influence—the churches that 

are part of what’s known as the Reformed tradition, which includes Presbyterians. Among these churches, observance of 

the liturgical calendar—including the five remaining feast days—began to decline. 

 

Meanwhile, developments in Great Britain had a lasting effect on the use of the calendar as well. Puritans and Scottish 

separatists both opposed the use of the English Prayer Book, not so much because of its content, but because it was being 

imposed upon them by the crown, thus infringing on their freedom to worship as they chose. And since the Prayer Book 

embodied the liturgical calendar, these churches also stopped observing it. 

 

When they came to the New World, the Puritans brought with them their opposition to prayer books and liturgical 

calendars, and as a result, Protestants on this continent did not celebrate even Christmas and Easter until the mid-

nineteenth century, and even the mention of these special days did not begin to appear in the Sunday school literature of 

Presbyterians until after the Civil War. 

 

Only in the twentieth-century did Protestants begin to move toward a closer observance of the liturgical calendar. For 

instance, some worship materials published by various denominations before World War II did include prayers for 

Advent and Lent. After World War II, Presbyterians and others began to observe these seasons more regularly, and with 

the adoption of the ecumenical lectionary in the 1960s, it become commonplace for Protestants to follow the entire church 

year. 

 

Today the church year begins with the Christmas (Incarnation) Cycle, which includes the four weeks of Advent, the 

twelve days of Christmas, and the Day of Epiphany, on January 6. Following the Christmas Cycle, a short period of 

Ordinary Time includes the Baptism of the Lord and the Transfiguration of the Lord. The Easter (Resurrection) Cycle 

begins with Ash Wednesday and concludes with the Day of Pentecost. A second and longer period of Ordinary Time 

begins after Pentecost and includes Trinity Sunday, All Saints’ Day, and Christ the King. 

 

The liturgical calendar is a wonderful spiritual resource. Each year it walks us through Jesus’ life and infuses our lives 

with the images and emotions of the events that shaped his ministry. As we begin this journey once again, I offer you 
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some thoughts from Thomas Merton about Advent and the longing for the birth of Christ and the coming of God’s 

kingdom. 

 

“It is a desire all the more powerful, in the spiritual order,” Merton writes, “because the world around you is dead. 

Life has ebbed to its dregs. The trees are stripped bare. The birds forget to sing. The grass is brown and gray. You go 

out to the fields with mattocks to dig up the briars. The sun gives its light, as it were, in faint intermittent 

explosions…. But the cold stones of the abbey church ring with a chant that glows with living flame, with clean, 

profound desire. It is an austere warmth, the warmth of Gregorian chant. It is deep beyond ordinary emotion, and 

that is the one reason why you never get tired of it.” 

 

I pray that in the coming weeks, as we begin a new church year, your lives may glow with living flame as well, and your 

hearts may be filled with the same deep desire. 

 

Grace & peace, 

 

Pastor Jason 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Sunday school classes recently enjoyed making 

pretzels together.  They learned the history of how the 

pretzel came to be. They were invented by monks as 

rewards for when young monks were in training and 

would memorize their prayers correctly.  We talked 

about how their shape looks like a pair of crossed arms- 

similar to what it looks like when you are hugging 

yourself.  After they made their pretzels, they enjoyed 

fellowshipping together and sharing some of them with 

others in the church.  We look forward to doing more 

group activities/projects together. 
 

Operation Christmas Child was a huge 

success!!  Thank you to everyone who took a box or 

boxes to fill and bring joy to a child on Christmas.  All 50 

boxes were taken!  Our Sunday Schoolers earned 

themselves a pizza celebration.  More on a celebration 

date coming soon ... 
 

Advent Celebration: On Sunday, December 2nd 

at 5:00 p.m. we will be decorating the tree in the 

sanctuary to kick off the start of Advent.  We invite 

everyone to join us!  Afterwards, we 

will move to Fellowship Hall and 

enjoy soup/salads plus a 

cookie/cocoa bar.  This was a huge 

hit last year, so don’t miss it!  There 

will be Christmas music and a 

chance to color posters together.  All 

ages are welcome! 

Come and be a part of our Interactive 

Christmas Story on December 23rd: This 

is sure to be an exciting morning of worship for 

everyone and fun to see how the 

spirit moves each of us.  Some of 

you will participate with open 

eyes and ears, and some of you 

may participate with your 

entire body in front.   Come and 

be a part of the story of when 

Christ was born.   
 

~ Amy Nowak 

Director of Christian Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Women Mitten Tree will be waiting on 

December 2nd to be decorated with 

mittens, gloves, hats and scarves. All 

children’s items will be donated to the 

Clothing Closet at the Pawcatuck 

Neighborhood Center and adult 

items will be donated to the New 

London Homeless Shelter. Items 

will be collected through December 16. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

 

 

 

Christian Education 

Mitten Tree 



 

 

 

Join us for The Daniel Plan® and Get Support 

for Healthy Lifestyle Changes 

The Health and Wellness Team is once again offering 

The Daniel Plan® here at St. Andrew starting in January 

2019.  If you’ve been looking for a supportive group 

format to start making meaningful upgrades to your 

lifestyle, consider joining us!  “The Daniel Plan is a 

healthy lifestyle program founded on 

biblical principles and focused on The 

Essentials: Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus and 

Friends. The program offers an 

innovative approach to achieving a 

healthy lifestyle where people get better 

together by optimizing their health in 

each of these life areas.” 

Program starts on January 20, 2019 from 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

in the lounge, and runs for about 6 weeks.  This program 

has a video component followed by group discussion.  

For more info talk to:                                                                 

Katey Kokomoor wellfitct@gmail.com or                   

Christine Gentry at: gentry-j-c@sbcglobal.net 

A signup sheet will be posted in December on the 

bulletin board outside of Fellowship Hall.  

Giving Heartily and Healthily 

'Tis the season of cooking, feasting, and giving. Our 

tables in fellowship hall runneth over with Thanksgiving 

food collection. Stove Top stuffing, Ocean Spray 

cranberry sauce, canned vegetables and instant dessert 

mixes. Such a blessing to those without means...or is it?? 

Granted, any food is better than no food. But did you 

know that those populations that depend upon 

commodity boxes and food pantries also suffer 

disproportionately from obesity and diet-related 

illnesses such as hypertension and diabetes? They say 

beggars can't be choosers. But we have a higher 

standard. Let's reassess our contribution to pantry 

provisions so that instead of just filling bellies, we 

support health.  

 

Here are a few suggestions for healthier pantry staples:  

 Check the sodium content on canned goods. Opt 

for lower-sodium canned  beans, vegetables, 

soups, etc. 

 Check the sugar content in canned fruit, cereals, 

mixes, and everything else! Opt for lower-sugar 

products. 

 Substitute some brown rice or whole-grain pasta 

for their white counterparts 

 Dried spices  

 Healthier oils 

 

Of course, there’s a world of service beyond buying 

foodstuffs to be offered to address hunger and diet-

related illness. Step outside your social circles to see how 

people are eating at a soup kitchen or youth 

organization. Food insecurity affects children 

disproportionately. I've been faced with 

some absurd tasks like directing a 

preschooler to start with the ¨healthy 

choice¨ when her lunch consisted of 

pop-tarts and fruit gummies, or trying 

to get some work out of a teen-ager 

who had only a preschool-sized portion 

of junky yogurt for breakfast. So share 

real food, as well as your food knowledge and traditions 

with the next generation. What’s second nature to you, 

frying an egg or cooking a pot of beans, may be a 

revelation to them. 

 

~ Heather Laidlaw, 

Health & Wellness Team 
 

 

 

MYSTIC AREA ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

The MAEC meets once a month at rotating Churches.  

We will be hosting the group in February. 

 

The Crop Walk was a success with seven churches 

participating.  The result was about $11,000 (the exact 

figure won’t be known until all donations are tallied).  

St. Andrew didn’t have any participants. 

 

Each year the group plans a Choir Festival and choirs 

from area Churches join together to make a combined 

Choir.  This year the festival will be on April 6th and 7th. 

The Good Friday Hunger Walk will be held on April 

19th. Plans are underway to have a speaker come from 

the Interreligious organization to speak on how all faiths 

can work together for a better understanding of our 

differences and how we are similar. The date and 

location are to be announced. 

 

If you are interested in attending one of the meetings, 

please email me at j.degrooth@gmail.com 

 

 

Health & Wellness Team 

MAEC Report 

mailto:j.degrooth@gmail.com


 
 

PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND 

Presbytery met on November 14th.  Each church is 

allowed one Pastor vote, and Ruling Elder votes based 

on the number of congregants in the church.  We 

currently have three votes, one pastor and two elders.  

Two new pastors were welcomed into the Presbytery.   

 

The Presbytery’s Emergency Response Team has been 

on the ground for each of the weather emergencies in 

Puerto Rico, Florida, the Southeast Coast, Texas and 

anywhere help is needed. This is a service that 

sometimes is overlooked in the work of the Presbytery 

but is an integral part of its service to all. 

 

The Presbytery has been working closely with Churches 

who have experienced emergencies, providing hands on 

work sessions as well as funds.  The Presbytery also 

helps pastors and churches with any problems they may 

have.  All the church must do is ask.   

 

The next Presbytery meeting will be in January and 

anyone who wishes to attend is welcome. 

 

~ Jean Degrooth, 

Elder Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

The Ladies Lunch group will meet on Tuesdays: 

December 18th 

January 15th 
 

Please bring your bag lunch;  dessert and beverages will 

be provided.   
 

This is a wonderful time to enjoy 

fellowship with other women in the 

church, get to know each other better, see 

how everyone is doing and find out if 

there is anyone who could use some help.  
 

If you would like to bring a non-perishable food item, 

we will add it to the Deacon's Grocery Cart.  
 

The Ladies Lunch meets on the third Tuesday of the 

month unless otherwise noted. Please mark your 

calendars and join us.  
 

As inclement weather approaches, note that we follow 

the Groton School District - if the schools are closed we 

will not meet. 

 

 
 
SENIOR CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA  

On Sunday, December 16th, the Senior Choir will 

present the Christmas Cantata, 

Christmas Seekers, with narration 

and music by John Purifoy.  In 

recent years, the Choir has sung 

anthems by Purifoy, and also 

presented two of his earlier 

cantatas. 
 

 “Seek and you will find” is one of our best-known, most 

quoted scripture passages. In a broad sense, all 

Christians are seekers: Seekers of Christ in all parts of 

our lives. 
 

The Cantata will feature a blend of new music with 

familiar carols and traditional texts from scripture.  

Brass players from our own St. Andrew Choir and 

congregation, and guest flautist Karen Ciccone will be 

featured. 
 

It is our hope that this special music will enhance our 

celebration of Christmas and engender the spirit of 

seeking Christ in all we are and in all we do. 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR  

Our St. Andrew Handbell Choir is 

active once again and busy preparing 

Christmas music.  Members will be 

playing special music on December 

16th.  There is one opening which we 

would like to fill after Christmas.  If 

you would like to try handbells, please 

speak to Eileen or any member of the group. 

 

JUNIOR CHOIR 

The Junior Choir will be singing special music during 

the Advent season.  The children have been working 

hard in rehearsals each 

week and will sing for the 

worship service on 

December 9th and also on 

Christmas Eve. 

 

~ Eileen & Bob Newton,  

Ministers of Music 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Lunch Group 

Presbytery Report Choir Notes 



 
 

 

The Men's Lunch Club meets on the second Friday 

of every month at Noon.  All men of the church are 

invited to join us. We hope to see you on Fridays, 

December 14th 

January 11th 

 at The Seahorse restaurant in Noank. If you have any 

questions, please contact Bill Clark at: wpcsc@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Your Christmas Shopping Done Early This Year!!! 

December 2, 9, 16 

 

The Alternative Christmas Giving Market for 2018 will 

be held on Sundays, December 2, 9 and 16 during the 

Fellowship Hour.  You will be able to help many people 

over the globe with your alternative Christmas gifts.  

 

Your blanket gifts make a world of difference for 

millions of people around the globe. Church World 

Service uses Blanket Program funds to 

purchase and ship blankets worldwide 

and within the U.S., and to support a 

variety of self-help textile-oriented 

development projects through our 

partner agencies.  Because CWS buys in large quantities, 

a good wool or cotton blend blanket can be provided to 

a disaster scene for only $10.  

 

Provide a life-giving farm animal to a needy family.  

Heifer Project International animals can provide a 

family with a source of food and income from eggs and 

milk to farming aid to offspring to sell. 

 

When it comes to deciding on 

holiday gifts, spread the good 

times and good feelings around.  

All those who donate will be 

given a gift card to be sent to your gift recipient.  Please, 

give generously to those who have so much less than 

what we are blessed with. 

 

 

 

 

The Souper Bowl of Caring will take place on Sunday, 

February 3, 2019! Watch for more 

information in the bulletins in January!  

 

 

 

Our annual Children’s Holiday Craft Workshop is 

Saturday, December 1st from 9:30 – 12:30.  Come enjoy 

making crafts with the children, socializing, snacking 

and getting into the Christmas Spirit!  

Crafts are age appropriate for 

children 2 – 9 years old. 

 

During this Christmas Season, find a 

cozy spot and spend time reading to 

your child.  What’s more, young 

children who are read to are more 

likely to grow up to be good readers.  Make reading a 

daily habit, and watch your child’s imagination soar!  

 

Here’s a cool idea for your children during the winter 

months: Ice Castles! Take ice cubes and place them onto 

a tray. Then pour a thick layer of table salt on the ice. 

Encourage the children to stack the cubes (after several 

minutes, the salt will melt the ice enough to create a 

rough surface so that the cubes stick together). The 

children are amazed when they see the ice cubes sticking 

together and they can stack and create their own castles. 

 

The Preschool staff wishes everyone a joyful and 

magical Holiday season and Happy New Year! 

 

~ Pat Dalton,  

Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men's Lunch SAPCP - Preschool News 

Alternative Market 

Souper Bowl of Caring 



 
 

 

As the weather gets colder the need for warm 

clothing grows. Specifically in need are warm gloves, 

warm coats, hats, boots and long underwear. In short 

supply at the New London Homeless Hospitality Center 

are clean, gently used men's jeans. 
 

Other clean, gently-used items needed are: 

pillows and blankets 

socks and shoes (low or no heel) 

backpacks 

sweat pants and sleep pants 

sweatshirts and long sleeve shirts 

underwear and bras 

 

Other items that are appreciated are: 

belts 

wallets 

bibles 

sleepers 

combs and brushes 

hand lotion (partially used is fine) 
 

New items: 

toothbrushes 

chapstick 

disposable razors 
 

Also accepted (gently used and clean): 

kitchen items including cookware and small appliances  

sleeping bags and tents 

playing cards 

reading glasses 
 

In addition to serving the homeless, the center also helps 

those whose housing is in jeopardy.  
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Each year we (SAPC) put out 

Christmas cards for the guests of the homeless shelter. 

For a few of the clients, this is the only time of year they 

may choose to contact their family.  
 

And each year after Christmas I invite 

you to donate your leftover blank 

Christmas cards to be donated for 

use the following year. So please do 

not throw out your unused Christmas cards, but instead 

donate them to the homeless. 

 

All these items can be donated by placing the items in 

or next to the collection bin in Fellowship Hall. 

 

~ Debby Green, 

Mission Committee Member 

 

 

 

WHO ARE YOUR DEACONS? 

Bryan Driskill, Moderator 

Bill Jankowski  Bob Williams 

Diane Snider  Kelly Milton 

Kim Kerst  Linda Evers 

Mary Lowe  Valerie Crist 

 

GROCERY CART 

Your Deacons work all year with Groton Human 

Services to see what the needs of our community are and 

the generosity of SAPC is very much appreciated. From 

backpack supplies to Thanksgiving baskets, your 

contributions are amazing. The focus now is on non-

perishable items for our Grocery Cart - the shelves at 

GHS are bare and in great need of the following items: 
 

 canned goods (all types)  spaghetti/pasta 

 spaghetti sauce   mac & chesse 

 pork & beans   ravioli 

 instant rice   laundry soap 

 instant potato meals    instant meals  

  

Please consider picking up a few extra items 

the next time you grocery shop for our 

neighbors in need. And please check 

expiration dates before donating. Thank you!  

 

MAGAZINE COLLECTION 

On the third Sunday of every month the Deacon's will be 

collecting your already read magazines to donate to 

doctor's offices, cancer centers, and convalescent homes. 

Please bring in your recent gently read magazines this 

month on Sunday, December 16th  

and you can just leave them in the 

Deacon's grocery cart. For more 

information on this initiative, please 

contact Mary Lowe at 860-598-9633.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Poinsettia orders!  

 
 

 

 

Neighbors in Need Deacon Ministry 

DECEMBER DEACON OF THE MONTH: 

Bill Jankowski 

860.536.5069 

JANUARY DEACON OF THE MONTH: 

Valerie Crist 

860.303.2227 

 
 

The Deacons are the "hands of the church." 

Please call if you know  

of a church member in need.  



 

  
 

Advent starts on December 2nd and the sale of 

poinsettias has been successful. Once again, our 

Sanctuary will reflect the glory of this joyous season. 

 

We continue to work with Pastor Jason on the logistics 

of the Worship Service and have made some changes.  

We always appreciate your comments on how we can 

make the service even more meaningful.  Pastor Jason 

has shared the results of the blue survey cards, and we 

have discussed how they would affect our deliberations. 

Plans for Christmas week are traditional programs; with 

the live tree, Advent candles, creche, and special music 

by the junior and senior choirs and the bell choir. Our 

Christmas Eve service will be held at 7:30 p.m.  This is a 

particularly joyful season which brings the real meaning 

of Christmas to each of us as members of our church 

community. 

 

The children will be participating in all the Advent 

festivities, and we look forward to their special 

contributions. 

 

The tasks of the Worship Committee are diverse.  

Among them we are responsible for seeing that the 

Choir gets the supplies and support that they deserve.  

We make sure that each Sunday there are Elders, 

Deacons, and Ushers ready to serve, and on 

Communion Sundays there are lay persons to 

participate in serving Communion.   

 

We have been reviewing all the defined responsibilities 

and how to best carry them out.  A more in-depth 

explanation will be part of the Annual Worship 

Committee report.  

 

The members of the Committee during this past year 

are:  Nicki Bresnyan, Carole Clark, Marcia Fix, David 

Gaiewski, Joe Jackson, Eileen Newton, Pastor Jason 

Santalucia, Jeff Snider, and Jean Degrooth. 

 

~ Jean Degrooth,  

Worship Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

It is time to decorate our sanctuary for the Christmas 

season. Forms to order poinsettias will be available on 

the table in the narthex through Sunday, December 9th. 

As normal, just leave 

your filled out form 

and payment in the 

envelope provided in 

the basket on the 

table.  

 

The cost is $14 per 

plant with a choice of red or white. Your dedications 

will be printed in the Christmas Cantata (December 16) 

and Christmas Eve bulletins.  

 

If you will not be in church to fill out a form, please 

contact Ashley in the church office and we will get that 

taken care of for you: office@sapc-ct.org no later than 

Friday, December 7th. 

 

*Please note that you can take your plant home with you 

following the Christmas Eve Candlelight service.  

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Fifty-one years of marriage for Wayne and Ellen 

Chipperini were celebrated with their donation of 

flowers for the Sanctuary. Jean DeGrooth, 

Worship Committee Chair and Carole Clark 

Worship Committee member also placed 

flowers on separate occasions.  The Nominating 

Committee was also thanked for their devotion. 

  

~ Carole Clark,  

Worship Committee Member 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Southeast Emmaus #28 was held at St. 

Luke Lutheran in Gales Ferry in 

November. As you know, many of our 

SAPC adults and teens are involved in this 

ministry. The hungry teens and adults 

would like to thank you for once again 

donating food for the weekend, they were 

well fed!  

 

 

 

Worship Committee 

Thank You SAPC 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Dates to Remember 

1 Sat Craft Workshop 9:30  am 

2 Sun Advent Celebration 5:00 pm 

9 Sun Worship Cmt Mtg - lounge 11:30 am 

14 Fri  Men's Lunch - Seahorse noon 

16 Sun Cantata Sunday 10:00 am 

18 Tue Ladies Lunch - lounge noon 

  Session Meeting 7:00 pm 

23 Sun Confirmation Sunday 10:00 am 

  Christmas Program 

  Fellowship Celebration 11:00 am 

24 Mon Candlelight Service 7:30 pm 

30  Sun No Sunday School 

 

January Dates to Remember 

11 Fri Men's Lunch - Seahorse noon 

13 Sun Intallation Sunday 10:00 am 

15 Tue Ladies Lunch - lounge noon 

  Session Meeting 7:00 pm 

20 Sun Daniel Plan Kickoff - lounge 4:00 pm 

22 Tue Meet the Need mtg 7:00 pm 

27 Sun Service Project Youth 10:00 am 

 
 

  

Regular Church Schedule 
Unless otherwise noted 

Sundays 

Sunday School 9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am 

Fellowship Hour 11:00 am 

Junior Choir Rehearsal 11:00 am 

Youth Group (grades 6-12) 5:30 pm 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  6:00 pm 

Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am 

Wednesdays 

Disciple Bible Study 6:30 pm 

 

Thursdays 

Disciple Bible Study 9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

December Birthdays  
1  Gregg Wagman     

5  Kelly Kerst                                

6  Ken Borden    

8  Dale Green                                

9  Lynn Getty                          

  Joy Helmold    

10  Katey Kokomoor                               

  Jeffrey Snider    

11  Emma Driskill                    

  Don Parker        

12  Sean Raymond                       

14  Betty Kinne                             

17  Andrew Hintz      

  Kimberly Kerst               

18  Joseph Wronowski                     

19  Sadie Gordon           

  Jeffrey O'Hanlon                    

22   Mark Raymond     

26   Kate Felton                  

28  Jennifer Roberts          

30  Nicki Bresnyan      

  Kaley Kokomoor 

 

 

January Birthdays  
 3 Edith Wells                    

 9 Jackie Kokomoor        

  Bill Smith    

 10 Clint Kendrick    

 11 Victoria Schwebel   

  Diane Snider    

 12 Mimi Rhau Santalucia  

 13 Matthew Kerst     

 15 Gordon Lange                    

 17 Marge Buckley                   

 19 Daniel Getty       

 20 Barbara Howard    

  Mary Lowe       

 21 Daisy Rhau                    

  22 Bryan Driskill                     

 24  Jill Beaudoin                   

  25  David Haugeto            

 26  Elyse Detwiler     

 27 Eileen Newton      

 
 

 
We are sorry if we missed 

your birthday! Please let 

the church office know of 

any corrections or 

additions to the monthly 

birthday list. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 

Please mark your calendars & join us 

Advent Celebration: 5:00 p.m. Sunday, December 2nd 

Cantata Sunday: 10:00 a.m. Sunday, December 16th 

Confirmation Sunday: 10:00 a.m. Sunday, December 23rd 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: 7:30 p.m. Monday, December 24th 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Jason Santalucia, Pastor 
860-445-8348 

Eileen Newton & Dr. Robert Newton,  
Ministers of Music 

bobeileen36@yahoo.com  | 860-79-9562 

Amy Nowak, Director of Christian Education 
amy@sapc-ct.org  | 860-381-5045 

Ashley Parker, Church Secretary 
office@sapc-ct.org  | 860-445-8348 

Pat Dalton, Director of St. Andrew Preschool 
preschool@sapc-ct.org  | 860-405-0478 

www.sapc-ct.org 

Rev. Richard L. Van Deusen, Organizing Pastor   

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP  

 
 

 

Donna O'Hanlon 2018 Clerk of Session 

Geoff Gordon 2020 Marketing & Connections Chair 

Mike Kerst 2019 Personnel Committee Chair 
Dave Gaiewski 2020 Preschool Department Chair 
Jean Degrooth 2018 Worship Committee Chair 

Harold Haugeto 2019 Finance Committee Chair 

Mark Raymond 2018 Property Department Chair 

Nicki Bresnyan 2020 Mission Committee Chair 
Carole Clark 2018 Nominating Committee Chair 
Katey Kokomoor 2019 Education Department Chair 

Bill Smith 2020 Stewardship Chair 

 Fellowship Chair 

 

September Dates to Remember 

  5 Wed Preschool Parent Night 6:00 pm 

  6 Thu Cooking Class 5:30 pm 

  9 Sun Church Picnic 10:00 am 

  Senior Choir Begins 7:15 pm 

11 Tue Ladies Bible Study Kickoff 9:30 am 

14  Fri Men's Lunch @ Seahorse Noon 

16 Sun Kickoff Sunday 9:00 am 

  Junior Choir Begins 11:00 am 

  Worship Cmt Mtg 11:30 am 

20 Thu Disciple Bible Study Kickoff 10:00 am 

25 Tue Guatemala Meeting 7:00 pm 

28 Fri Soup Kitchen 4:30 pm 
 

  

Regular Church Schedule 
Unless otherwise noted 

Sundays 

Sunday School 9:00 am 

Worship Service 10:00 am 

Fellowship Hour 11:00 am 

Junior Choir Rehearsal 11:00 am 

Youth Group (grades 6-12) TBA 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  6:00 pm 

Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm 

Tuesdays 

Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am 

Thursdays 

Disciple Bible Study 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

310 Fort Hill Road • Groton, Connecticut 06340 

Phone 860.445.8348  • Fax 860.445.6775 

Office: office@sapc-ct.org  • Pastor: pastorjason@sapc-ct.org 
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