
 

 

 

 

 

 

"Start With WHY" 

Looking Towards Easter 

 

Friends, 
 

Easter is only a few weeks off, and I ask you to join me 

in making a special effort to welcome visitors who come 

to worship with us that morning. How? By working 

together toward three goals. By the time they go home 

after the service, or better yet after they’ve stuck around 

for coffee hour, we want each guest to leave St Andrew: 
 

• knowing the names of three church members,  

• having been invited to two upcoming church 

activities,  

• and having received one gift. 
 

The gift part is easy. We’ll have a welcome table set up 

in the lobby with St. Andrew coffee mugs for guests to 

take home. The other parts will require a little more 

conscious effort from all of us. We’ll all have to be on the 

lookout for new faces, and we’ll all have to make a point 

of saying hello, introducing ourselves, and engaging 

people in real conversation—not just Hi how are you? but 

actually taking a few minutes to get to know them. 
 

We’ll also have to be prepared with activities we can 

invite them to. Fortunately, there’s always something 

going on at St. Andrew—Bible studies, prayer groups, 

service projects, and social events. Plus I’m working on 

one or two special activities with newcomers in mind—

activities that won’t feel intimidating or “churchy.” 
 

You’ll be hearing more about all of this over the next few 

weeks. For now, just remember 3-2-1. Three names. Two 

invites. One gift. Let’s all work together to make Easter 

at St. Andrew a warm and welcoming time for all. 

 

Peace, 

 
 

~ Pastor Jason 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 14TH AT 10:00 A.M. 

OUR CHILDREN WILL LEAD THE WORSHIP HOUR IN 

THE PALM PROCESSIONAL  

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
THURSDAY, APRIL 18TH AT 7:00 P.M. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
FRIDAY, APRIL 19TH 

THE SANCTUARY WILL BE OPEN FOR  

PRAYER & REFLECTION  

NOON - 3:00 P.M. 

 

THE DAY OF RESURRECTION:  

EASTER SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21ST 

SUNRISE SERVICE AT 6:00 A.M. AT  

THE LAIDLAW HOME 
(DIRECTIONS ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX) 

 

EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 A.M.  
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The Cadet Chorale will be performing on Sunday, April 14th at 4:00 p.m.  
here at St. Andrew. The congregation & community are formally  

invited to attend this very special performance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      United States Coast Guard Academy 
 

    CADET CHORALE 

 

Music is well represented at the United States Coast Guard Academy in an 

extremely active program. The Corps of Cadets is comprised of exceptional 

young men and women training for careers as officers in the United States 

Coast Guard. Nearly one quarter of the student body participates in an 

array of choral and instrumental groups. 
 

The Coast Guard Cadet Chorale is a select group of cadets, determined to 

be the top singers from the Academy’s 50 member official Glee Club. They 

perform a variety of music, featuring close harmony renditions of patriotic 

selections, sea chanteys, and show/swing tunes. 
 

The group travels extensively throughout the United States to perform for 

both public and official functions. Disneyworld in Florida, the Rose Bowl 

Parade in California, the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York 

City, and the 2005 Super Bowl, to name a few, have all hosted the group in 

the past. 
 

The group’s director and musical arranger is Dr. Robert G. Newton,  

Director of Vocal Music at the United States Coast Guard Academy. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

The Junior, Senior and Handbell Choirs are preparing 

music for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter.  

All three choirs will provide special anthems for Easter 

Sunday, which will include brass accompaniment.  The 

Senior Choir will sing Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.” 

 

It is not too late to join the Senior 

Choir in preparation of the special 

music for Easter Sunday.  If you 

enjoy singing and would like to 

participate, please consider joining us 

for rehearsals on Sunday evenings 

from 7:15 - 8:30 p.m.    

 

The Handbell Choir has recently welcomed Michael 

Hintz and his son, A.J. as our newest members.  It is 

wonderful to have family participation!  We are still in 

need of a few new ringers.  If you are able to read music 

and would like to join us, please speak to Eileen or any 

of the Handbell members. 

 
 

 

 

 

The weather is changing and as you pull out your spring 

coats and clothing, if you find items you do not use, 

please consider donating them to be used again by 

somebody else.  

 

All clean and gently used items can be placed in the bin 

in Fellowship Hall. This includes:  
 

 clothing  shoes 

 socks   underwear 

 wallets   sunglasses 

 linens   kitchen items 

 Bibles   cell phones 

 

Also don't forget that as you travel, please collect your 

complimentary hotel toiletries  for donation as well.  
 

If you have a question about items you would like to 

donate please contact Debby Green at: 

d4green@sbcglobal.net 

 
  

 

 

 

 

GROCERY CART  Easter is coming and our cart is 

empty! Please remember the grocery cart at St. Andrew 

when shopping, especially at this holiday season, so 

everyone can enjoy a special meal with their family. The 

Deacons and the staff at Groton Human Services thank 

you for your generosity!  

 

 canned fruit tuna fish 

 juice pouches trail mix 

      PB&J  mac-n-cheese 

 canned veggies  Chef Boyrdee 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marge and I are grateful for the love, support, 
thoughts, and prayers we have received over the 
past 4 months during Marge's illness.  
 
There is still much to accomplish, but knowing that 
there is a church family that cares will sustain us 
during the days ahead. 
  

~ Joe and Marge Jackson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APRIL DEACON FOR THE MONTH: 

Linda Evers 

860.941.4090 
 

The Deacons are the  

"hands of the church."  

Please call if you know  

of a church member in need.  

Neighbors in Need 

Deacon Ministry Choir Notes 

Thank You!  



 

 

 

As with everything it seems, prices are rising, 

and Equal Exchange is no different. When the 

last order was placed, we were informed that 

there had been a price increase for both tea and 

chocolate bars. Please stop by the EE table 

during the Fellowship Hour to stock up before 

the current inventory is gone and new prices go into 

effect!  

 

 

 

 

The Fellowship 

Committee has been busy 

this winter coordinating the 

Potluck Luncheon prior to the SAPC Annual Meeting, a 

Soup Supper for the Ash Wednesday service and a 

luncheon for the Buckley family following Marge 

Buckley's Memorial Service. These events were 

successful because of the willing support from many in 

our congregation. Thank you. 

  

We have also worked to ensure that there are adequate 

supplies in the kitchen and that the refrigerator/freezer 

is somewhat organized. While surveying the 

refrigerator/freezer we found some 

supplies that were past their "prime" 

and were discarded. We ask groups 

and church members that use the 

refrigerator/freezer to label ownership 

on the container and remove your items that will not be 

used in a reasonable period of time for another event. 

Thank you. 

  

The Fellowship Committee is looking for ideas 

for future events that enhance the spirit of St 

Andrew. Historically the Fellowship 

Committee has focused on eating events for 

the congregation and we feel that eating together 

is an important factor in the life of our congregation. We 

look forward to working with many groups and getting 

suggestions from everyone in our congregation. 

Currently Martha Parker and I are coordinating events, 

with many others contributing when there is work to be 

done. Feel free to contact either of us with your 

thoughts, comments or suggestions. 

  
~ Joe Jackson, 

Fellowship Committee Chair 

 

 

 

Our Youth Mission Trip crew has shaped up nicely - we 

have 40 participants going to Millersville, MD. We will 

leave on Saturday,  June 29th and 

head to Annapolis, MD to spend 

the day and night with former 

SAPC members Dave and Jen 

Roberts at the Naval Academy. 

We will get up on Sunday 

morning and attend church 

services at the Naval Chapel and 

then head to Millersville. We will 

be staying at Heritage Community Church in Severn, 

MD. We will return Saturday July 6th.  

With that being said, this year is the second year that we 

are using the "Money Wall" fundraiser. In Fellowship 

Hall you will notice 100 envelopes attached to the wall 

by the Senior High Sunday School room. Each envelope 

has a dollar amount on it $1 - $100. What we are asking 

of you is to choose an envelope with the 

dollar amount you would like to donate; 

place that dollar amount in the envelope 

(cash or check) and bring it to the church 

office. You can either put it Terry's mailbox or 

give it to Ashley.  

St. Andrew has supported the Youth Mission Trip for 

over 20 years and for that I am extremely grateful. Let's 

make this year the year we fill all the envelopes. 

 

 

 

 
 

The ladies lunch group will be meeting on  

Tuesday, April 16th at noon in the lounge. 

 

We will continue to alternate between Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays to accommodate as many 

schedules as we can. We look forward to 

seeing you!  

 

Remember to bring your sandwich; dessert and 

beverages will be provided.  This is a really nice time of 

fellowship and a chance to get to know each other better. 

All women of the church are invited!  

 

 

 

Ladies Lunch 

Equal Exchange News 

Fellowship Committee 

Youth Mission Trip 



 

 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING SPECIAL OFFERING 

The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering began 

on Sunday, March 24th and continues until Palm Sunday, 

April 14th.  The congregation receives informational 

inserts in the bulletin and special offering envelopes are 

available in the pew racks. 
 

Around the world, millions of people lack access to 

sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, 

education, and opportunity.  The 

three programs supported by One 

Great Hour of Sharing -- 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and 

Self-Development of People -- all work in different ways 

to serve individuals and communities in need.  From 

initial disaster response to ongoing community 

development, their work fits together to provide people 

with safety, sustenance and hope. 
   

Thank you for your generous support for these 

important Presbyterian missions. 

 

WALK TO END HOMELESSNESS 

The 12th Annual Walk to End Homelessness will be held 

on Sunday, April 28th at 1:00 p.m. in downtown New 

London.  In the past, St. Andrew (through the Mission 

Committee) has sponsored the walk, with 

proceeds from the walk benefitting the 

Homeless Hospitality Center.  If you would 

like to form a team to walk, please contact 

Barbara Montrose at b.montrose@nlhhc.org 

or 860-439-1573, ext. 131.  Please see the 

Mission bulletin board for a flyer and walker 

registration form. 

 

MISSION BULLETIN BOARD 

Speaking of the Mission bulletin board, it is located in 

the hallway outside Fellowship Hall, and it is 

packed with newsletters, thank you 

letters, and event notices from the 

groups supported by St. Andrew.  

Please take a moment to read about 

how your mission dollars are being 

spent.  Members of the congregation are always 

welcome at Mission Committee meetings, which are 

announced in the church bulletin calendar.  In between 

meetings, if you have a mission-related question or 

suggestion, you can speak with Elder Nicki Bresnyan 

(860-367-3716).  Your input and suggestions are 

appreciated. 

SOUP KITCHEN  

On the fourth Friday of the month (and the occasional 

fifth Friday), volunteers are needed to work at the New 

London Community Meal Center located 

at 12 Montauk Avenue, New London, 

from 4:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. to finalize 

meal preparation, serve the meal, wash 

the large cooking items and clean up the 

kitchen and serving area.   

 

* On Friday, April 26th, Crossroads Presbyterian 

will be manning the kitchen. If you would like to 

assist, contact Martha Dow at 860-446-8781. 

 

* On Fridays, May 24th and May 31st, St. Andrew 

will be manning the kitchen.  Please contact Beth 

Borden at lizzieborden@snet.net if you would like 

to assist. 

 

No special skills are needed, just a desire to help 

members of our community. Please remember to bring a 

hat to wear while volunteering and no open-toed shoes. 

 

~ Nicki Bresnyan, 

Mission Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Preschool is accepting registration for the 2019-2020 

school year.  We have very limited spaces available for 

the upcoming school year.  Contact the Preschool ASAP 

if you are interested in enrolling your child or wanting 

to learn more about the Preschool program.  

Call 860-405-0478 and ask to speak with Pat. 

 

* For the month of April the Preschool will have their 

artwork on display at the Groton Public 

Library. We have read two of Eric Carle's 

books to inspire us: The Mixed Up 

Chameleon and Papa, Please Get the Moon 

for Me. Check it out  

 

 

~ Patricia Dalton, 

Preschool Director 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Committee 

Preschool News 

mailto:b.montrose@nlhhc.org
mailto:lizzieborden@snet.net


 

 

Earth Day 2019 
As we welcome the month of April, we 

look forward to a time of renewal and 

new growth in the natural world around 

us.  We depend on the diversity of plant 

and animal life and our health and 

wellbeing is intimately connected to the natural world; 

as Rachel Carson stated way back in 1962, “In nature. 

Nothing exists alone.”  All across the globe, people will 

be celebrating Earth Day on April 22 and the theme this 

year is: Protect Our Species.  According to Earthday.org, 

the planet is currently facing the greatest rate of species 

extinction since the time of the dinosaurs.  Though the 

issues contributing to this are many and complex, there 

are simple steps each of us can take as individuals and 

communities to help slow the rate of species loss.  You 

can get your Earth Day Toolkit at: 

https://www.earthday.org/earthdayinabox/ and start 

making a difference today! 

 

Strategies to Promote Environmental Health for You, 

Your Family, and the Planet 

Everyone has heard the phrase you are what you eat.  

There is much truth to that but we are also what we 

breathe, put on our skin, consume in our water, clean 

our homes and clothing with, and more.  Did you know 

that your skin is the largest organ in your body and that 

most everything you put on your skin is absorbed into 

your body???   

 

Here are some strategies to promote your health and the 

health of our planet that can reduce your exposure to a 

variety of environmental toxins. 

 Avoid burning paraffin or petroleum based wax 

candles; they often contain petroleum and 

benzene and the wicks often contain plastic, 

lead, or other metals that release toxins. 

 Avoid heating or microwaving your food in 

plastic containers, especially scratched or old 

containers.  Avoid plastics with the numbers in 

the triangle 3, 6, 7. 

 Discard scratched non-stick pans (Teflon) and 

replace your non-stick cookware with stainless 

steel, cast iron, ceramic, glass, or other suitable 

options 

 Dry cleaning?  Choose “green-cleaning” 

companies that don’t use PERC, and remove 

your dry cleaned items from the plastic bag and 

allow to hang in a well ventilated area before 

use. 

 Add plants to your home to reduce 

airborne toxins; great choices include 

spider plants, aloe, palm, fern, ficus, 

and chrysanthemum. 

 Drink filtered water (there are some great 

counter-top models available) and install a 

shower filter to remove chlorine and other 

chemicals (remember your skin is an organ). 

 Choose more fresh and frozen food, locally 

sourced when possible, and avoid canned food 

unless labeled BPA Free.  Buy organic when you 

can, refer to the Environmental Working Groups 

Dirty Dozen/Clean 15 list to get an idea what 

conventional produce is most contaminated so 

you can budget accordingly. 

 As much as possible, choose animal products 

that are organic, grass-fed, pasture-raised and 

dairy should be free of rBGH.  For seafood, 

choose options that are 

lowest in mercury and are 

sustainably fished.  

 Use non or less toxic skin, 

beauty, and household 

cleaning products and avoid 

artificial fragrances.  Check out the EWG 

databases referenced below. 

 Have a Carbon Monoxide detector on all levels 

of your home 

 

Special Tips for Protecting the Health of Children 

 Wash all new bedding and clothing several 

times to remove chemical residue and dust. 

 The safer options for plastic toys and furniture 

have the # 2,4,5 in the triangle. 

 Toys made of natural organic fibers are safest 

and unpainted wooded toys are a better choice 

than painted.  Non-toxic is not a term regulated 

by government. 

 Avoid dryer sheets, laundry detergents, and 

fabric softeners with chemical fragrances (many 

of these are endocrine disrupters) as well as 

clothing, bibs, shoes, or fabric treated with 

antibacterial chemicals. 

 

Resources to explore: 

 Environmental Working Group 

www.ewg.org This organization 

has many resources to help you 

make cleaner, less toxic choices 

for your family. 

 www.safecosmetics.org 

 www.seafoodwatch.org  

 

Health & Wellness 

https://www.earthday.org/earthdayinabox/
http://www.ewg.org/
http://www.safecosmetics.org/
http://www.seafoodwatch.org/


DIY Kitchen and Bathroom Cleaner Recipe 
 

8 oz water 

4 oz white vinegar 

1 tsp Dr. Bronner Liquid Castille Soap (plain or scented) 

 

Optional: 

10 drops essential oil (lemon, tea tree, grapefruit) 

Glass spray bottle 

 

Add all ingredients to glass spray bottle.  Spray 

surfaces and wipe down.  You may want to test 

in a small area of countertops first, if in doubt 

you can replace vinegar with isopropyl alcohol.  

Do not use on granite or porous stone surfaces. 

 

~ Christine Gentry, 

 The Health & Wellness Team 

 

 

 

 

2019 has started off to be a great year for Meet the Need 

Ministries CT. On January 9th we were awarded a 

$10,000 grant from Power of Together SECT. We continue 

to work on our current project; the electrical has been 

installed, a set of rear steps have been completed, two 

exterior handicap doors have been bought and we hope 

to complete this project in the very near 

future.  

If you feel you want to be a part of giving 

back to those in need right here in our 

community, please contact Meet the Need Ministries CT 

at: mtnmctd1511@gmail.com. Or come to our monthly 

meetings that are held on the fourth Tuesday of every 

month at 7:00 p.m. here at St. Andrew.  

Our next meeting is April 23rd. Hope to see you there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Dates to Remember 

11 Thu Marketing & Connection Mtg 7:00 pm 
12 Fri Men's Lunch noon 
16 Tue Ladies Lunch noon 
  Session Meeting 7:00 pm 
18 Thu Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 pm 
19 Fri Good Friday 
21 Sun Easter Sunday 
  Sunrise Service 6:00 am 
  Worship Service 10:00 am 
23 Tue Meet the Need 7:00 pm 
28 Sun Mission Trip Mtg 5:00 pm
  

Regular Weekly Schedule 
Unless otherwise noted in above calendar 

Sundays 
Sunday School all ages 9:00 am 
Worship Service 10:00 am 
Fellowship Hour 11:00 am 
Junior Choir Rehearsal (grades 2-8) 11:00 am 
Handbell Choir Rehearsal 6:00 pm 
Senior Choir Rehearsal 7:15 pm 

 

Tuesdays 
Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am 
Venture Scouts 7:30 pm 

Wednesdays 
Disciple Bible Study 6:30 pm 
Alanon/Alateen 7:00 pm 

 

Thursdays 
Disciple Bible Study 9:30 am 

Fridays 
Boy Scout Pack 41 7:00 pm 
Mystic Scottish Country Dancers 7:00 pm 

 

 

Meet the Need 
Ministries 

April Birthdays  
2 Sam Kokomoor            07 Elizabeth Schwebel  24 Bob Williams, Sr 

4 Dot Williams   14 Keith Westrate   Ellen Barbour 

5 Bob de Groot   19 Derek Raymond  25 John Jacobus 

 Malachi Wells  21 Kirk Felton    Mary Kelley 

6 Debby Green   22 Kai Gordon   28 Betty Tiffany 

          29 Marge Jackson 

We are sorry if we missed your birthday! Please let the church office know of any  

corrections or additions to the monthly birthday list. Happy Birthday! 

mailto:mtnmctd1511@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

The Reverend Jason Santalucia, Pastor 
860-445-8348 

Eileen Newton & Dr. Robert Newton,  
Ministers of Music 

bobeileen36@yahoo.com  | 860-79-9562 

Ashley Parker, Church Secretary 
office@sapc-ct.org  | 860-445-8348 

Pat Dalton, Director of St. Andrew Preschool 
preschool@sapc-ct.org  | 860-405-0478 

www.sapc-ct.org 

Rev. Richard L. Van Deusen, Organizing Pastor   

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP  

Donna O'Hanlon 2021 Clerk of Session 

Geoff Gordon 2020 Marketing & Connections Chair 

Mike Kerst 2019 Personnel Committee Chair 
Dave Gaiewski 2020 Preschool Department Chair 
Harold Haugeto 2019 Finance Committee Chair 

Jeff Snider 2021 Property Department Chair 

Nicki Bresnyan 2020 Mission Committee Chair 
Joe Jackson 2021 Fellowship Committee Chair 

Martha Parker 2019 Nominating Committee Chair 
Katey Kokomoor 2019 Education Department Chair 

Bill Smith 2020 Stewardship Chair 

Jean DeGrooth 2021 Presbytery Representative 

 
 

It is time to order Easter flowers to adorn  
St. Andrew on Easter Sunday. 

 

Order forms are available on the table in the narthex. 
   

Please place your order form and payment in the envelope provided 
and leave it in the offering plate or the basket on the table.  

 
Please don't forget to provide your dedication information. 

 

This year we are offering: 
lilies ($12), tulips ($8), 

hyacinths ($8), and hydrangeas ($18). 
 

Orders are due by April 7th.   
 

      If you have any questions, please see Nicki Bresnyan or Donna O’Hanlon. 
 

If you will not be in church to fill out an order form and  
would like to dedicate flowers, please contact the church office at: 

 office@sapc-ct.org by Friday, April 5th 

 

mailto:bobeileen36@aol.com
mailto:office@sapc-ct.org
mailto:preschool@sapc-ct.org

